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Advertisement. — I have waited impatiently for these last four 
months, in the hope that some pen fitter for the important task 
would have spared me the perilous pleasure of becoming the 
champion of an innocent man. This may serve as an excuse for 
delay to those who think that I have let pass the aptest oppor- 
tunity ; but it is not to be supposed that in four short months the 
public indignation raised by Mr. Eaton's unmerited suffering can 
have subsided. 
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INTEODUCTION. 



Shelley's letter here reprinted may be fairly considered the 
first indication of his consummate genius. Written when but a 
boy, scarcely eighteen, it exhibits so fully the man in his 
outspoken heresy, lofty enthusiasm, love of liberty, and sym- 
pathy with humanity, that it would deserve reproduction, if only 
as a relic of our greatest poet since Milton. At the present time 
when there is a threatened revival of the persecuting laws which 
we have inherited from a barbarous age, it is especially oppor- 
tune. 

In a letter to Godwin, dated " Cwm-Rhayader, June 11, 1812" 
("Hogg's Life," voL ii, p. 129), Shelley writes thus: "What do 
you think of Eaton's trial and sentence ? I mean not to insinuate 
that this poor bookseller has any characteristics in common with 
Socrates or Jesus Christ ; still, the spirit which pillories and im- 
prisons him is the same which brought them to an untimely end. 
Still, even in this enlightened age, the moralist and the reformer 
may expect coercion analogous to that used with the humble yet 
zealous imitatator of their endeavors. I have thought of 
addressing the public on the subject, and indeed have begun an 
•outline of the address. May I be favored with your remarks on 
it before I send it to the world ?" 

By the 29th of July the letter seems to have been Written and 
printed. Hogg in his " Life of Shelley," vol. ii., p. 162, repre- 
sents SheUey as writing on that date that it had been printed in 
London ; but without seeing Shelley's letter we cannot be sure 
of the precise bearing of his words. Mr. J. R. Chanter, in 
" Sketches of the Literary History of Barnstaple" (1866, p. 55), 
gives a circumstantial account of the printing of the tract by 
Mr. Syle of Barnstaple, and Mr. McCarthy (" Shelley's Early 
Life," p. 34:5) accepts this statement. Mr. Syle, however, 
appears to have taken fright and destroyed the greater part 
of the edition, biit fifty copies were sent to Mr. Hookham, the 
publisher, of Bond Street, and Mr. Chanter says that they were 
distributed and could not be got back. From one of these copies 
the general public were first made acquainted with the pamphlet 




npon the publication of the ** Shelley Memorials,'* edited by Lady 
Shelley in 1859. Lady Shelley stated : '< The letter to Lord 
EUenborongh has never before been published ; but I regard it 
AS too extraordinary a production for a youth of eighteen to feel 
myself justified in suppressing it" 

Her ladyship, however, did suppress certain passages, the 
substance of which had been published in the ** Notes to Queen 
Mab," and the pamphlet in its complete and original form did 
not see the light until printed in Harry Buxton Forman*s edition 
of the works of Shelley (vol v., pp. 400—424) in 1880. 

Mr. Forman, who rightly calls it **the first really good thing 
he published in prose,** says: ** The letter as now read in its 
integrity will be found to be a notable advance upon the two 
Lrish pamphlets which it follows. It has a more convincing tone 
of earnestness, a closer method of developing the subject, a less 
faulty rhetoric, and a far smaller tendency to repetition. The 
subject has itis advantages; and certainly Shelley was much 
more distinctly in his true place when championing the cause of 
|k Free Press and unfettered thought in the widest sense, than 
when agitating for Catholic emancipation, coupled with a repeal 
of the Union Act, as the two -fold remedy for all the griefs of 
beWd." . 

Mr. Daniel Isaac Eaton, a Deist, on whose behalf the letter 
was written, was one of the many sturdy champions to whose 
courageous labors and sufferings we owe the right of a Free 
Press. In Jime, 1793, he was tried at the Old Bailev on a 
charge of seditious libel, for publishing Paine *s *' Kights of Man/* 
*^and found guilty of publishing but without any criminal 
intention." In the following year he was arrested for publishing 
** Politics for the People,'* but the jury returned a verdict of not 
guilty. 

He was tried on March 6th 1812, at the Court of King's Bench, 
on a charge of blasphemous libel for publishing the Third Part 
of Paine's "Age of Reason.** He was prosecuted by the Attor- 
ney-General who, in denouncing the prisoner^ declared the jury 
had no other reason to believe witnesses except because they 
were sworn upon the book challenged by the " Age of Reason." 
Mr. Eaton defended himself, but was peremptorily stopped by 
Lord Ellenborough as soon as he said he had been induced to 
examine the Bible, and was continually interrupted by that judge 
when making statements which he felt to be necessary for hia 
defence ; and, although profiting by this experience, he had an 
able counsel, Mr. Prince Smith, to address the court in his behalf 
upon being called up for judgment, he was sentenced to be 
imprisoned for eighteen months in Newgate, and to stand in the 
pillory between the hours of twelve and two once within a month. 

Now that the Blasphemy Laws, which have slumbered for 
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l,g j^jgifty years, are once more being invoked by the agents of politi- 

j. j,|jj jal and spiritual oppression, it is well that Shelley's noble appeal 

^' •^^ihould go forth in a cheap form to the English people, who are 

^ ihe final judges of judges, and the unmakers as well as the makers 

of law. 
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^^ TO LORD ELLBNBOROUGH. 






My Lord, 



As the station to which you have been called by your 
country is important, so much the more awful is your responsi- 
bility, so much the more does it become you to watch lest you 
inadvertently punish the virtuous and reward the vicious. 

You preside over a Court which is instituted for the suppres- 
sion of crime, and to whose authority the people submit on 
no other conditions than that its decrees should be conformable 
to justice. 

If it should be demonstrated that a judge had condemned an 

innocent man, the bare existence of laws in conformity to which 

the accused is punished would but little extenuate his offence. 

The inquisitor, when he bums an obstinate heretic, may set up a 

similar plea ; yet few are sufficiently blinded by intolerance to 

acknowledge its validity. It will less avail such a Judge to assert 

the policy of punishing one who has committed no crime. Policy 

and morality ought to be deemed synonymous in a court of 

f justice, and he whose conduct has been regulated by the latter 

principle, is not justly amenable to any penal law for a supposed 

violation of the former. It is true, my Lord, laws exist which 

suffice to screen you from the animadversion of any constituted 

^ power, in consequence of the unmerited sentence which you 

! nave passed upon Mr. Eaton; but there are no laws which 

' screen you from the reproof of a nation's disgust, none which 

ward off the just judgment of posterity, if that posterity will 

deign to recollect you. 

By what right do you punish Mr. Eaton P What but anti- 
quated precedents, gathered from times of priestly and tyranni- 
cal domination, can be adduced in palliation of an outrage so 
insulting to humanity and justice? Whom has he injured? 
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What crinM has he committed? Wherefore maj ho not walk 
ftbrottd like other men, and follow hia accnstomed parsnits? 
What end is propoaed in confiuisg^ thia man, charged with the 
eommiaaiou of no diehonorable action? Wherefore did his 
aggressor avail himself of popnlar prejndice, and return no 
answer but one of commonplace contempt to a defence of plain 
and simple nnoerity 7 I^atlf , when the prejudices of the jurj, 
as Christiana, were strongly and nnfairly inflamed' sgninst this 
injured man, as a Deiat, wherefore did not you, my Lord, check 
mich unconstitutioiiBl pleading, and desire the jury to pronounce 
the accused iunocent or criminalf without reference to the par- 
ticnlar faith which he professed? 

Jn the name of justice, what answer is there to these ques- 
tioDS F llie answer which Heathen Athens made to Socrates is 
the same wiUi which Christian England must attempt to silence 
the advocates of this injured man. "He has questioned esta- 
blished opinions." Alas I the crime of inquiry is one which 
religion never has forgiven. Implicit faith and fearless inquiry 
have in all ages been irreconcileable enemies UnreBtr&iiied 
philosophy has in every age opposed iteelf to the reveries of 
credulity and fanaticism. The truths of astronomy demon- 
strated by Newton have superseded astrology ; since the modern 
discoveries in chemistry, the philosopher's stone has no longer 
been deemed attainable. Miracles of every kind have become 
rare in proportion to the hidden principles which those vrho 
study nature have developed. That which is false will ultimately 
be controverted by its own falsehood. That which is true needs 
but publicity to be acknowledged. It ia ever a proof that the 
falsehood of a proposition is felt by those who use power and 
coercion, not reasoning and pcrsuaeiou, to procure its admission. 
Falsehood skulk 8 in holes and comers, " it lets I dare not wait 
upon I would, like the poor cat in the adage," except when it 
hits power, and then, as it was a coward, it is a tyrant; but the 
eagle-eje of truth darts thro' the nndazzUng sunbeam of the 
inmiutable and just, gathering them wherewith to vivify and 
iUnmioate a universe I 

Wherefore, I repeat, ia Mr. Eaton punished ? Besaufe he |is 
a Deist And what are yon, my Loid? A Christian. Ha, 
then I the mask has fallen oS ; you persecute him because 
his faith differs from ^onrs. Yon copy the persecutors of 
Christianity in yonr actions, and are an additional proof that 
your religion is as bloody, barbai^ous, and intolerant as theirs, 
ne Deistical bigot in power (supposing such a character 



" See the Attoraey-Generars Speech. — ^Shelley's Hbfe.] 
t By Mr. Fox's bill (1791) juries arft, in oases of libel, ]n 
of the law and the f aoC. — [Sbellty's Note.] 
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for the sake of illustratioii) should in dark and barbarous ages,, 
have enacted a statute making the profession of Christianity 
criminal ; if you, my Lord, were a Christian bookseller, and Mr. 
Eaton a Judge, those arguments which you consider adequate 
to justify yourself for the sentence you have passed mustlikt^ 
wise suffice, in the suppositionary case, to justify Mr. Eaton in 
sentencing you to Newgate and the pillory for being a ChristiaiK. 
Whence is any right derived, but that wluch power confers, for 
persecution? Do you think to convert Mr. Eaton to your reht- 
gion by embittering his existence? You might force him by 
torture to profess your tebets, but he could not believe them, 
except you should make them credible, which perhaps exceeds 
your power. Do you think to please the Grod you worship by 
this exhibition of your zeal ? If so, the Demon to whom soma 
nations offer human hecatombs is less barbarous than the Deity 
of civilised society. 

You consider man as an accountable being — ^but he can only 
be accountable for those actions which are influenced by hia 
wilL 

Belief and disbelief are utterly distinct from and unconnected 
with volition. They are the apprehension of the agreement or 
disagreement of me ideas which compose any proposition. 
Belief is an involuntary operation of the mind, and, like other 
passions, its intensity is purely proportionate to the degrees of 
excitement. Volition is essential to merit or demerit. How, 
then, can merit or demerit be attached to what is distinct from 
that faculty of the mind whose presence is essential to their 
being? I am aware that religion is founded on the voluntari- 
n/ess of belief, as it makes it a subject of regard and punishment; 
but before we extinguish the steady ray of reason and common 
sense, it is fit that we should discover, which we cannot do with* 
out their assistence, whether or no there be any other which 
may suffice to guide us through the labyrinth of life. 

it the law * de hereiico comburendo ' had not been formally re-- 
pealed, I conceive that, from the promise held out by your 
Lordship's zeal, we need not despair of beholding the flames of 
persecution rekindled in Smithfleld. Even now the lash that 
drove Descartes and Voltaire from their native countiy, the 
chains which bound Galileo, the flames which burned Vanini,. 
again resound : — ^And where ? in a nation that presumptuously 
calls itself the sanctuary of freedom. Under a government 
which, whilst it infringes the very right of thought and 
speech, boasts of permitting the liberty of the press, a man 
is pilloried and imprisoned because he is a Deist, and no one 
raises his voice in the indignation of outraged humanity. Does 
the Christian God, whom his followers eulogize as the Deity 
of humility and peace — ^He, the regenerator of the world, the 





meek refonner — ftnUioriae one iuah to rise BminBt uDoSua, 
ftnd, becftuae licton are at hie beck, to chain aad toitiLre 1dm ti 
am Infidel? 

When the Aposties went abroad to conrert tite tutioiiB, ■wen 
ibef enjoined to atab and poiBou all who diabeliered llie dtrini^ 
of. Chnst'a miiaion ; awnredlj, thej would have been no mon 
jnBtifiable in thia caae tlun he la at preaent who puts into 
«zeentJon the law which inflicta pillory and impriaonment on 
theDeiaL 

Has not Mr. Eaton an equal right to call tout Lordship an 
Infidel aa jon have to impriBoa him for promulgating adifferent 
doctrine from that which youproteasp What do I say? Baa 
he not even a stronger plea? The word Infidel can only mean 
anything when applied to a person who profcBseB that which, he 
diabeliereB. The teat of truth ia an undiTided reliance on ite 
incluBiTe powers ; the teat of conaciona falaehood ia the Tarie<7 
of tiie fonuB onder which it preaents itself, and its tendency to- 
wards employing what«Ter coercive meana may be wiliiin its 
command, in order to procure the admission of what is unana- 
ceptible of support from reaaon or perauaaion. A diapaasioiMite 
obseirer woulcf feel himself more powerfuUy intereated in faror 
of a man, who, depending on the truth of his opinions, simply 
Stated hia reaaona for entertaining them, than in that of bia 
aggreaaor, who, daringly avowing hia nnwillingness or incapaci^ 
to answer them by argument, proceeded to repreaa (he energies 
and break the spirit of their promulgator by that torture and 
imprisonment whose infliction he could command. 

I hesitate not to affirm (hat the opinions which Mr. Eaton ans- 
tained, when undergoing that mockery of a trial, at which your 
Lordship presided, appear to me more true and good than those 
of his accuser ; but were they false as the visions of a Calviniiit^ 
it atill would be the duty of thoae who lore liberty and virtue to 
raise their voice indignantly against a reviving ayatem of peraeen- 
tion — against the coercivel^ repreBjing any_ opinion, wliich, if 
false, needs but the oppoaition of trull> ; which if true, in ^ito 
of force must ultimately ^revuL 

Mr. Eaton asserted that the scripturea were, from beginning to 
end, a fable and imposture,* that the Aposties were liars and 
deceivers.! ile denied the miracle, the resurrection, and 
aacenmon of Jeeus Christ. He did so ; and tie Attorney-General 
denied the propoaition which he asserted, and asserted tiiat which 

* See the Attorney- General' a Speeoh.— [^Shelley's Ifote] 
t Theae were not the aotnal words of Mr. Eaton who took a far 
more dBtansible view. Shelley probably only aaw the nawapapers 
of the time. The full report oi the tnal was published by Eaton 
himself aftenrarda.— J. U. W. 
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he denied. What singalar concluEdon is dedncible from this f aet ? 
None, but that the Attorney- Greneral and Mr. Eaton sustained two 
opposite opinions. The Attorney- Greneral puts some obsolete 
and tyrannical laws in force against Mr. Eaton, because he pub- 
lishes a book tending to prove that certain supernatural events, 
which are supposed to have taken place eighteen centuries ago, 
in a remote comer of the world, did not actually take place. But 
how is the truth or falsehood of the facts in dispute relevant to 
the merit or demerit attachable to the advocates of the two 
opinions? No man is accountable for his belief, because no man 
is capable of directing it. Mr. Eaton is therefore totally blame- 
less. What are we to think of the justice of a sentence which 
punishes an individual against whom it is not even attempted to 
attach the slightest stain of criminality? 

It is asserted that Mr. Eaton^s opinions are calculated to sub- 
vert morality. How? What moral truth is spoken of with 
irreverence or ridicule in the book which he published? Morality, 
or the duty of a man and a citizen, is founded on the relations 
which arise from the association of human beings, and which 
vary with the circumstances produced by the different states of 
this association. This duty, in similar situations, must be pre- 
cisely the same in all ages and nations. The opinion contrary to 
this has arisen from a supposition that the will of God is the 
source or criterion of morality. It is plain that the utmost 
exertion of Omnipotence could not cause that to be virtuous which 
actually is vicious. An all-powerful Demon might, indubitably, 
annex punishments to virtue and rewards to vice, but could not 
by these means effect the slightest change in their abstract and 
immutable natures. Omnipotence could vary, by a providential 
interposition, the relations of human society ; in this latter case, 
what before was virtuous would become vicious, according to the 
necessary and natural result of the alteration ; but the abstract 
natures of the opposite principles would have sustained not the 
slightest change. For instance, the punishment with which 
society restrains the robber, the assassin, and the ravisher, is 
just, laudable, and requisite. We admire and respect the insti- 
tutions which curb those who would defeat the ends for which 
society was established ; but, should a precisely similar coercion be 
exercised against one merely who expressed his disbelief of a system 
admitted by those entnutid with &e executiye power, usLiig at 
the same time no methods of promulgation but those afforded 
by reason, certainly this coercion would be eminently inhuman 
and immoral ; and the supposition that any revelation from an 
unknown power avails to palliate a persecution so senseless, un. 
provoked, and indefensible, is at once to destroy the barrier 
which reason places betwe^i vice and virtue, and leave to un- 
principled fanaticism a plea whereby it may excuse every act of 
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its own wild pasaioiiB, not Uia inapintiong of the 
n^endered. 

ibea are such as onlj a hnman beiog cim poueSB. 
bhem to the Spirit of the Univenie, or to auppoaa 
.ble of altering them, is to degrade God into nukn, 
: to thifl IncomprehcnEdble Being qualities incom- 
any jwmfcie dejimtion of iU natwre. It niay be 
i:— Ought not tiie Creator to posses the per- 
le creature p No. To attribute to God the moml 
Dian, is to suppose him susceptible of passions, 
X out of corporeal organiBation, it is plain that a 
«Dnot possess. A bear is not perfect except he is 
; ia not perfect if be be not TOracious, an elephant 
: if otherwise than docile. How dosp an argument 
\t be which proves that the Deity is aa rough as a 
icions as a tiger, and as docile as an elephant. 
pose, with the vulgar, that God ia a Tenerable old 
on a throne of clouds, hia breast the theatre of 
IDS analogous to those of humanity, hia will change- 
irtain as that of an earthly king ; — BtHl, goodness 
ire qualitiee seldom nominally denied him, and it 
ted that he disapproves of any action incompatibla 
laUties. Peraecution for opinion' is unjusL With 
ncy, then, can the worshippera of a Deity whoso 
they boast embitter the exiatence of their fellow 
le his ideas of that Deitjr exe different from those 
itertaon? Ahisl there is no consistency in those 
'ho worship a benevolent Deity ; those who wor- 
would alone act consonantly to theae principled by 
jtd tortorine in his name. 

1 ia the only name applicable to punishment in- 
individual in consequence of his opinions. What 
atiou deaigned to answer? Can it convince him 
■es? Can it prove to the people the falsehood of 
It may make hym a hypocrite, and them cowards ; 
IS can promote no good end. The unprejudiced 
ith suspicion on a doctrine that needs the soatain- 

aa poisoned because he dared to combat the de- 
ntitions in which his countrymen were educated. 

r his death Athens recognised the injustice of his 
i aconser, Melitns, was condemned, and Socrates 
ligod. 

it was emeified becauie he attempted to supersede 
doses with regulations more moral and hnmane — his 
ade public acknowledgment of his innocence, but a 
ignorant mob demanded the deed of hoiroc — 
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Barabbaa the murderer and traitor was released. The meek 
reformer Jesus was immolated to tbe BanguinBry Deity of the 
JerwB, Time rolled od, time changed Uie ntnatlons, and with 
them the opinions of men. 

The vulgar, ever in extremes, became peraoaded the crucifixion 
of Jesus 'vaa a Hnpematural eventL Testimonies of miracles, so 
frequeot in unenlightened agea, were not wanting to proTe that 
he was something dirine. This belief, rolling through the 
lapse of a^es, met with the reveries of Plato and the reasonings- 
of Aristotle, and acquired force and extent, until the di%dnit7 of 
Jesus became a dogma, which to dispute was death, which to 
doubt iraa infamy. 

Ohriatianity is now the established religion : he who attempts 
to impugn it, must be contented to behold murderers andtraitore 
take precedence of him in public opinion ; though, if bis genius 
be equal to his courage, and asBiBt«d by a peculiar coalition of 
eircumstaJices, future ages may exalt bim to a diidnity, and perse- 
cute others in hie name, as he waa pereeouted in the name of his 
predecessors in the homage of the world. 

The same means that have aupported every other popular 
belief, have supported Christianity. War, imprisonment, 
murder, and falsehood ; decda of unexampled and incom- 
parable atrocity have made it what it ia. We derive 
from our ancestors a belief thus fostered and supported; 
we quajrel, persecute, and hate for ita maintenance. Does 
not analogy favor the opinion that, as, like other ayatems, 
Christianity has arisen and augmented, so like them it will decay 
aud periab ; that, aa violence, darkneaa, and deceit, not reasoning 
and perauasioii, have procured its admission among mankind, so, 
when enthueiaem has subsided, and time, that infallible con- 
troverter of false opinions, has involved its pretended cvidencea 
in the darkness of antiquity, it will become obsolete ; that 
Milton's poem alone will give permanency to the remembrance of 
its absurdities ; and tliat men will laugh as heartily at grace, faith, 
redemption, and original sin, as they now do at the metamor- 
phoses of Jupiter, the miracles of Romiah saints, the efficacy of 
witchcraft, and the appearance of departed apirite. 

Had the Chriatian Eeligion commenced and continued by the 
mere force of reaaoning and peraua£ion, by ita self-evidence, 
excellence and fitneaa, the preceding analogy would he inad- 
missible. We should never apeoulate on the future obsoleteness 
of a system perfectly conformable to nature and reason ; it would 
endure ao long as they endured ; it would be a truth aa indisput- 
able aa the light of the sun, the criminality of murder, and other 
facts, physical and moral, which, depending on our org^iaation 
and relative situations, must remain acknowledged as satisfactory, 
so long as man is man. It is an incontrovertible fact, the 
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oration of which ought to repress the hasty conclusions of 
ty, or moderate its obstinacy in maintaining them, that, 
3 Jews not been a barbarous and fanatical race of men, had 
le resolution of Pontius Pilate been equal to his candor, the 
an Religion never could have prevailed, it could not even 
listed. Man ! the very existence of whose most cherished 
is depends from a thread so feeble, arises out of a source so 
cal, learn at least humility ; own at least that it is possible for 
also to have been seduced by education and circumstance 
le admission of tenets destitute of rational proof, and the 
of which has not yet been satisfactorily demonstrated, 
wledge at least that the falsehood of thy brother^s opinions 
sufficient reason for his meriting thy hatred. What ! be- 
a fellow being disputes the reasonableness of thy faith, wilt 
unish him with torture and imprisonment ? If persecution 
igious opinions were admitted by the moralist, how wide a 
«rould not be open by which convulsionists of every kind 
make inroads on the peace of society ! How many deeds 
barism and blood would not receive a sanction ! But I will 
d, if that man is not rather entitled to the respect than the 
ntenance of society, who, by disputing a received doctrine, 
proves its falsehood and inutility (thereby aiming at the 
on of what is false and useless), or gives to its adherents 
)ortunity of establishing its excellence and truth. Surely 
n be no crime. Surely the individual who devotes his time 
rless and unrestricted inquiry into the grand questions 
^ out of our moral nature ought rather to receive the 
lage, than encounter the vengeance, of an enlightened 
ture. I would have you to know, my Lord, that fetters of 
mnot bind or subdue the soul of virtue. From the damps 
olitude of its dungeon it ascends, free and undaunted, 
ir thine, from the pompous seat of judgment, dare not soar, 
ot warn you to beware lest your profession as a Christian 
I make you forget that you are a man ; but I warn you 
t festinating that period, which, under the present coercive 
1, is too rapidly maturing, when the seats of justice shall be 
lats of venality and slavishnes', and the cells of Newgate 
le the abode of all that is honorable and true, 
ean not to compare Mr. Eaton with Socrates or Jesus ; he 
an of blameless and respectable character ; he is a citizen 
)eached with crime ; if, therefore, his rights as a citizen and 
I have been infringed, they have been infringed by illegal 
nmoral violence. But I will assert that, should a second 
arise among men; should such a one as Socrates again 
ten the e^th; lengthened imprisonment and infamous 
Lment (according to the regimen of persecution revived by 
Lordsmp) would effect what hemlock and the cross have 
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heretofore effected, and the stam on the national character, like 
that on Athens and Judea, would remain indelible, but by the 
destruction of the history in which it is recorded. When the 
Christian Religion shall have faded from the earth, when itff 
memory like that of Polytheism now shall remain, but remain 
only as the subject of riddcule and wonder, indignant posterity 
would attach immortal infamy to such an outrage ; like the 
murder of Socrates, it would secure the execration of every 
age. 

The horrible and wide-wasting enormities, which gleam like 
comets through the darkness of gothic and superstitious ages, 
are regarded by the moralist as no more than the necessary effect 
of known causes ; but, when an enlightened age and nation 
signalises itself by a deed becoming none but barbarians and 
fanatics, philosophy itself is even induced to doubt whether human 
nature will ever emerge from the pettishness and imbecility of 
its childhood. The system of persecution, at whose new birth, 
you, my Lord, are one of the presiding midwives, is not more 
impotent and wicked than inconsistent. The press is loaded 
with what are called (ironically, I should conceive) 'proofs of the 
Christian religion : these books are replete with invective and 
calumny against infidels ; they presuppose that he who reject* 
Christianity must be utterly divested of reason and feeling ; they 
advance the most unsupported assertions, and take as first prin** 
ciples the most revolting dogmas. The inferences drawn from 
these assumed premises are imposingly logical and correct ; but, 
if a foundation is weak, no architect is needed to foretell the 
instability of the superstructure. If the truth of Christianity is 
not disputable, for what purpose are these books written ? If 
there are sufficient to prove it, what further need of controversy? 
j^-God has spoken, why is the tmiverse not convinced ? If the 
Christian rehgion needs deeper learning, more painful investiga- 
tion to establish its genuineness, wherefore attempt to accomplish 
that by force, which the human mind can alone effect with satis^ 
faction to itself? If, lastly, its truth cannot be demonstrated, 
wherefore impotently attempt to snatch from God the govern- 
ment of his creation, and impiously assert that the Spirit of 
Benevolence has left that knowledge most essential to the well^ 
being of man, the only one which, since its promulgation, has 
been the subject of unceasing cavil, the causes of irreconcileable 
hatred ? Either the Christian Religion is true, or it is not. If true 
it comes from God, and its authenticity can admit of doubt and 
dispute no further than its Omnipotent Author is willing to allow^ 
If true it admits of rational proof, and is capable of being placed 
equally beyond controversy, as the principles which have been 
established concerning matter and mind, by Locke and Newton $ 
and in proportion to the usefulness of the fact in dispute, so 
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must it be sapposed that a beneyolent being is aiudoiis to pro- 
cure the diffusion of its knowledge on the earth, — ^H false, emij 
no enlightened legislature would punish the reasoner, who opposes 
a system so much the more fatal and pernicious as ft is exten- 
sively admitted ; so much the more productive of absurd and 
ruinous consequences, as it is entwined by education, with the 
prejudices and affections of the human heart, in the shape of a 
popular belief. 

Let us suppose that some half-witted philosopher should 

assert that the earth was the centre of the universe, or that idea 

30uld enter the human mind independently of sensation or re- 

lexion. This man would assert what is demonstrably incorrect ; 

le would promulgate a false opinion. Yet, would he therefore 

leserve pillory and imprisonment? By no means; probably 

3w would discharge more correctly the duties of a citizen and a 

lan. I admit that the case above stated is not precisely in point. 

he thinking part of the community has not received as indis- 

itable the truth of Christianity, as they have that of the New- 

nian system. A very large portion of society, and that power- 

lly and extensively connected, derives its sole emolument from 

B belief of Christianity, as a popular faith. 

To torture and imprison the asserter of a dogma, however 

Iculous and false, is highly barbarous and impolitic. How, 

n, does not the cruelty of persecution become aggravated 

m it is directed against the opposer of an opinion yet imder 

mte, and which men of unrivalled acquirements, penetrating 

:us, and stainless virtue, have spent, and at last sacrificed, 

r lives in combating I 

•le time is rapidly approaching, I hope that you, my Lord, 

live to behold its arrival, when the Mahometan, the Jew, 

Christian, the Deist, and the Atheist, will live together in 

ommunity, equally sharing the benefits which arise from its 

iation, and united in the bonds of charity and brotherly 

My Lord, you have condemned an innocent man : no 

was imputed to him — and you sentenced him to torture and 

lonment I have not addressed this letter to you with the 

)f convincing you that you have acted wrong. The most 

cipled and barbarous of men are not unprepared with 

ns to prove that they would have acted in no other 

r, and to show that vice is virtue. But i raise my solitary 

) express my disapprobation, so far as it goes, of the cruel 

iust sentence you passed upon Mr. Eaton — ^to assert, so 

[ am capable of influencing, those rights of humanity 

ou have wantonly and unlawfully infringed. 



My Lord, 

Yours, &c. 



^ K' 



■^u> 
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Think not the tyrants will rule for ever, 
Or the priests of the bloody faith ; 
They stand by the brink of that mighty riyer 
Whose waves they have tainted with death : 
It is fed from the depth of a thousand dells, 
Around them it surges, it foams, and it swells ; 
And their swords and their sceptres I floating see 
Like wsecks on the surge of eternity. 

Shelley 
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